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Preamble to CALFED Record of Decision

This Record of Dac{sion adopts a programmatic envi~r.onme_=ntol .ass~.~__essment of

a prefaced alternative. This De~sion -w~l ~ W possible t~ bc;~ ~e process ~

~ specific environmental assessmen~ an~ady implementa~on of many well
defined and badly nesd~ ~omponents of ~he overall plan~ However, in some

i.mpo~ant raspe~ the ROD c~n only be ~garded as ~e ~lection of a preferred

app~ach to management of ~e Del~ and i~ watersh~. ~

b~ ~n~l?~e~ f~r v;~hilitv and ~en d@veloped ~nd mndif!~d ~v~r ~;~ Conflicts

among objectives have yet to be~~~ and balanced wi~ln ~e availabil~ of

limited resources. Unce~nties in soiree and technolo~ w~ll require flexibiliW,
~bstan~at comm~e~ts should not he based on hi~h~ specula~ve

judgement. The preferred ~zemadve commits 1o a "through-Oel~" conveyance

of water for expos, and to the pursuit of measures to improve wa~er qualiW,

protection of ~sh, and to clo~ng ~e gap be~ee~ water supply and demand, etc.

The pu~ose of this preamble is to ~mmit C~FED to making t~ analyses that are

~ded (a) to develop and be~er define ~e preferred al~r~tive, and {b} to assure

~hat there is a care~lly ~onsldered balance among goals ~at compete for iimit~

~ resources, and (c) to e~blish the ground rules and boundaries that will govern the

~her developmen~ of ~e preferred alternative and ~s major components to a

~ge of development and specifioiW that ~an then be implemented. ~

CALFED commits to compliance wid~ the Mission statement that

"Solutions will solve problems in all problem areas.._~ap;=’.’c~..~nz f~.

~, ~ CALFED will avoi~ "redire~e~ impels". In
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this ¢ontex~ "problem areas" are now understood to include,

~, bod~ terrestrial and aquatic habhat; both export and area of

origin (inciuding the Delta) water supply and quality; land and other

resource needs for e~ch of urban, environmental, and agricultural

purposes as the popu|ation grows; etc.. More adequate water quality.

for example, for one purpose or region of use does no~ substhu~e for

less adequate water qua|~ty for another purpose or region of use.

¯ CALFED pledges that every broad or si~:e specific measure for

achieving a CALFED goal will be analyzed technically and impartially

before adoption and implementation in order to assure compliance

with CALFED’s principles, compatibility with other goals, avoidance of

third party and cumulative impacts,and for a balanced use of limited

nat~a! and financia~ r~ources. This will be done and revisions of the

plan made by a process cevered elsewhere in the ROD.

¯ In providing for the needs of Califomla’s environmertt and growing

population over the life of the plan CALFED will not rely on depletion

of natural soi! and groundwater resources.

Throu _qh-Deita Conveya~nce.

In developing an optimum plan for through-Delta conveyance of water for

export)the analyses and requirements of the plan will include but not be limited

the following.

The preferred alternative for through-Delta conveyance and

interrelated plans will be fully analyzed and modified as necessary to

comply with all of the State~ cur~en~ and future water salinity and

~. dissolved oxygen s~andards,
~wlll also be optimized for ~ornpatfb|e,and balanced provision for

In-Delta habltat./med fish protectionF}n~Del~a water quality, export
water quality, protecOon of adequal:e South Delta water levels,

3

E--022427
E-022427



03~0~I00     17:20 F~k~ 415 981 6408 BAY ,LR~COTLT~CIL ~005

P. 0.,~,
Feb-81-O0 OB:~6 ¯

~nveyance of flo~ flows, seismi~ risk, etc,. Lo~l expeKis~wiil

~lly utilized in making ~is a~essment.

This opti~zadon wiB include consideration of at~rnative ways

~eramentQ water ~ the Central Del~ ~ balanced prote~on of

snew.~-~he a~em~zves ~nsidered wttl in~ude real time ~ow conZrol

~rough ~e Cross Ch~nel~ ~ugh G~rgtanna ~ough, ~rough

S~eamb~t Slough, ~fi~do~ of flow pa~erns by dredging, flow

control ~rriers, b~vio~i and screened eon~ol o~ ~h, etc.

Optimization may also include a new c~nnel ~m ~e Sacramento

~ver to the Moke~m~e ~hannets p~oviding that ~ is physically li~ed

in capacl~y ~o not more than 3000 ~fs and ~n not readily be

expanded in ~pa~w.

If there is any study ~ an isolated conveyance facil~ as a backup in

the event that an op~ized through-De~ sy~em proves inadequale

as a balanced m~ of pro~ctin~ a~ interests, ~e.n ~e s~dy must

be independent of ~e op~mizing process so that proponents of such

canal can no~ jeopardize ~at optimization process.

~ judgement as to whaler the through-De~ conveyance system

has been o.p~mized, and ~e judge~nt as to whaler It has been

adequately ~d mu~ ~ made after all major features have been in

place and results have been monltored through a representa~ve series

of hydraulic shuations. This assessment must ~en

open process which ln~udes deSbemdon by all intere~s ~at are

direct~ affected by water ma~gement in the Cefl~al Valley

watershed,

Water Supply

CALFED will promptly forecast a range of probable water supply needs in      .
arid from the Central Valley to meet the reasonable future needs for urban, , ,’>d’u’s~’r’~’~d
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envi~n~ntal, an~agHoultur~ purpose~roughout the life of the CALFED plan

and how much is needed to avoid long term overdra~ ~f groundwater.
The en~ron~n~ n~d will be based on CALPED’s p~posed env~ronmenlal

re~ora~ plan. The urbaD n~ will be based on urb~e~imates ~ wi~
. .

du~ r~rd to predict~ pop.salon ~, .~e agrlcu~ral need will be
cons~e~d to bs w~in a range for which ~e lower end would main~in the

average level of consump~ve ~er u~ ~at has been ava.~l@~le O.v~r t~

decade for ~e produc~on of agncuimml products. T~e~p~’en~~ r~g~

would maintain this same ~ve[ of water for ~nsumptive use on a per ~pita basis

over time as ~e popula~on grows.

CALFED will then ~s the extent ~at ~is overatl n~d ~n reali~ically be

expected to be m~ w~ existing in~s~re and how much more w(~ (a)

realistically achievable i~rovement in multiple use of sxl~ng supplies, {b) realistic

improvement in recycling bv dl~s. (~) realis~c recvcling of s~eamflows, a~ (d)

realis~cally ach~vable de~nlzadon of water pther~s=e to9 ~ for reuse by

me~ods that include ~e disposal of salt~a~ ~at are ~ommensurate ~ the
~ure co~ ~ water

lni~ th=n will nrnvl~# = ~n~ p~bable shortag~in water supply over ~he

life of the ply/ C~FED ~11 ~ examine ~e p~sical fe~ibiiiW of developing

enough in.ease in water supply to avid ~s sho~ge. It will examine ~he most

¢o~ effe~ve and the least environmen~!ly damaging way~ to provide this

increase in supply, it wil{ examine ~e environmental, social, and other costs if the

~pplv is no~ provid~ and ~e water sho~ge ~ shared in a balanced manner

among the ~vironme~l, u~an, and agricultural ~eds. It will examine

Increase in value of water that would be ne~essa~ to jolly the cost of the

n~ded add~onai water supply, an~ the lead ~me ne~ssary to increase the

suppl.

A~r these analyses ~e av~ia~e ~ere ~ll be an open process of evaluating

the results and determining ~ what degree the (~la~re and ~e ele~orate

E--022429
E-022429



03/02’/00      17:20 FAX 415 981 6408 .... ___BAY AREA COUNCIL [~007

to close the gap between =trpply and demand versus living with the consequences

of a future shortage.

Water Quality                                  ~
Water quality improve~t~nt for one region or~purpose of use will not be

made in a way that wo~uld ~egrade the desirable qua_l~ty of water ~or at}other regiqr~

u~- Water trades con, thm~,~,;;o ~[~.~,.- --- ~;~ _c .... ~, but must be avoided if

~ cause or exacerbate problems of salt disposal, degrade groundwater quality.

or reduce the opportunity fo~ multiple use or reuse of water by pardes other than

the transferor.

New water development usually provides high quaihy water, and this can

provide an overall water quality improvement which is not adverse to any user or

purpose of use. However, manipulation of the new supply to benefit quality for a

particular purpose of use may diminish d~e potential magnitude of the new supply.

The use of new supplies ~ not be made in ways that reduce the potential for

narrowing the gap between supply and demand.
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